THE   CAREER   OF THE   FOX  SISTERS

Spiritualist could justify. The dangers of such prac-
tices were not then so clearly realized as now, nor had
it occurred to people that it is unlikely that high
spirits would descend to earth in order to advise as to
the state of railway stocks or the issue of love affairs.
The ignorance was universal, and there was no wise
mentor at the elbow of these poor pioneers to point
the higher and the safer path. Worst of all, their
jaded energies were renewed by the offer of wine at
a time when one at least of them was hardly more
than a child. It is said that there was some family
predisposition towards alcoholism, but even without
such a taint their whole procedure and mode of
life were rash to the last degree. Against their
moral character there has never been a breath of
suspicion, but they had taken a road which leads to
degeneration of mind and character, though it was
many years before the more serious effects were
manifest.

Some idea of the pressure upon the Fox girls at
this time may be gathered from Mrs. Hardinge
Britten's * description from her own observation. She
talks of " pausing on the first floor to hear poor patient
Kate Fox, in the midst of a captious, grumbling crowd
of investigators, repeating hour after hour the letters
of the alphabet, while the no less poor, patient spirits
rapped out names, ages and dates to suit all comers."
Can one wonder that the girls, with vitality sapped,
the beautiful, watchful influence of the mother re-
moved, and harassed by enemies, succumbed to a

* "Autobiography/' p. 40,
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